Thailand unaffected by Saturday's quake in Indonesia                                       BANGKOK, May 27 (TNA) - A strong earthquake which rocked southern Java in Indonesia early Saturday morning has no effect to Thailand, the Meteorological Department has confirmed. The department issued a statement assuring the Thai public that the latest earthquake in neighboring Indonesia would not trigger a feared tsunami. A massive earthquake measuring 8.9 on the Richter Scale which hit Indonesia's Aceh province in December 2004 led to a tsunami ravaging several countries in Asia and Africa, including southern Thailand, resulting in hundreds of thousands of casualties. (TNA)--E002                 http://etna.mcot.net/query.php?nid=22099
Oil crisis, tsunami boost Thai appetite for packaged food                                                      About 70 art paintings by Thailand’s leading national artists including the national artist of the year are being exhibited at Bangkok Hospital Phuket under the theme ’Life of the Andaman’, from May the 11th. Some of the money raised will also go towards the Kamala Child Development Centre Tsunami Fund, as it has been rebuilt after the brand new one was destroyed by the December 2004 tsunami. The hospital also supports it with expert assistance. 
http://www.thaisnews.com/news_detail.php?newsid=173939
The final confirmed numbers of tourists in Phuket during 2005 showed a disappointing outcome.
24 May, The Tourism Authority of Thailand or TAT Bangkok have just informed us of the final confirmed tourist arrival numbers and figures for last year 2005, which was badly affected by the aftermath of the December 2004 tsunami. In Phuket, there were 2,510,276 total visitors or 47.63% less than the previous year 2004, when 4,793,252 came. They were divided into 1,188,621 Thais who were only 8.26% less than 2004, while there were 1,321,655 foreigners or 62.21% less than 2004. The total average length of stay reduced to only 3.56 days or 26.74% less than 2004 when it was 4.86 days. Foreigners only stayed 0.7 of a day more than Thais. The total average expenditure was 3,290.55 baht per person per day, down 10.32% on 2004 when it was 3,669.17 baht. Foreigners spent 1,303 more baht than Thais per day. The estimated revenue was perhaps the most dramatic decline: only 28.181 billion baht in 2005, a drop of 67.10% from 85.670 billion baht in 2004. The number of accommodation establishments dropped to 528 from 579, with 31,488 rooms occupied at only 34.60% compared to 65.47% in 2004.
http://www.thaisnews.com/news_detail.php?newsid=173784
Special Report for Andaman News TV11 + Radio Thailand FM90.5 Phuket City, both broadcast to Phang Nga, Krabi & Phuket provinces, 8.30am Wednesday 24 May 2006 & www.Thaisnews.com

Thailand is predicting the number of foreign visitors for the year 2006 at around 13 million. With quite an optimistic figure for the year after the tsunami effects, a lot needs to be done, both in terms of redevelopment, new product development and improving the service quality.
http://www.thaisnews.com/news_detail.php?newsid=173776
Tsunami warning system to be installed on Koh Samui                                            SURAT THANI, May 29 (TNA) - A tsunami warning system will be installed on Samui Island, Thailand's famous resort island in this southern Surat Thani Province."The newly-installed early warning system will be directly linked with the National Disaster Warning Centre in Bangkok's suburban Nonthaburi Province," he added.Rehearsal plans on evacuation of local residents and tourists in case of a tsunami will be set after the installation of the new disaster warning system on the island, according to the provincial governor. (TNA)--E002                       http://etna.mcot.net/query.php?nid=22159
The local numbers of tourists in Phuket hotels in 2005 were all down on 2004.
Andaman News TV11 (VHF dial) + Radio Thailand FM90.5 Phuket City, both broadcast to Phang Nga, Krabi & Phuket provinces, 8.30am Wednesday 31 May 2006 & www.Thaisnews.com Looking at the local numbers recently supplied to us by the Tourism Authority of Thailand, for the total tourists registered at hotels and guesthouses in Phuket during 2005, after the 2004 tsunami, the overall total was 1,971,181 which is down by a disappointing 53.45% compared to 2004. 824,330 of them were Thai tourists. The foreign country with the most tourists here was Australia at 127,815 but that was down 33.5% on 2004; 2nd was Korea and 3rd was the United Kingdom. 4th was Germany, then 5th Sweden, followed by USA, and close behind by China. The remaining countries each had less than 50,000 tourists here each. http://www.thaisnews.com/news_detail.php?newsid=174651
Thais complain as BBC 'reopens tsunami wounds'                                              05 June 2006 The BBC says its forthcoming mini-series, Aftermath, is a "thought-provoking drama of loss, survival and hope". But for many Thais who lost their families in the 2004 tsunami, the film-makers are reopening wounds. Further outrage has greeted the decision to hire Thais to play corpses at a cut-rate pay of £6 a day for the series, to be broadcast later this year.
Film crews from BBC2 and Warner Brothers' HBO, shooting on location on the Andaman coast for a two-part television mini-series based on the 2004 Boxing Day tsunami, are busy making drama out of a crisis. 

But some survivors in Khao Lak and Phuket, two of the hardest-hit resorts in Thailand, complain that realistic recreations of the catastrophe are stirring up painful new nightmares, 

"It's not right," Trongchai Pachkrau told The Nation newspaper. The former boatman witnessed the deadly waves at Phi Phi island and is stilltoo frightened to work at sea. 

"Why are they doing this? It's too early," said Sawitree Kulmat, a tour guide who has seen her revenues plummet because Asian tourists fear wandering ghosts and book their trips elsewhere. 

"Nobody wants this. Everyone is trying to forget," she said. " What about people who lost their families?" 

Barely 18 months have passed since three-storey-high waves drowned 5,395 people on Thailand's shores and left 2,817 missing and presumed dead. Hundreds of cadavers still await identification. Many survivors are still homeless. 

Colin Callender, the president of HBO Films, said the shows would be " dedicated to exploring the cultural and personal fault lines that can be ruptured by such a catastrophe". 

The actors who play the Westerners whose idyllic holidays were curtailed by the quake-generated waves include Tim Roth, the British Oscar nominee, and the Australian actress, Toni Collette. 

The mini-series features young parents mourning their baby, a British woman whose husband and son get swept away, an aggressive reporter and an overwhelmed British diplomat. The programme is scheduled to be aired in December.Under swollen clouds in the off-season, initial filming ended last month in Phuket. Now the crew is in Khao Lak, where naked survivors of the Tsunami once clung to trees as the backwash from 15-metre waves hurled chunks of concrete and broken glass at them. 

"It's disgusting. I almost had a heart attack when I saw a bunch of wrecked cars and a longtail boat up by the bridge. The first moment was pretty terrible - real déjà vu. I thought maybe it was a flash flood, " said Bodhi Garrett, the director of North Andaman Tsunami Relief, which runs education and economic recovery programmes for victims. "If there had been a simple warning sign that this was staged for the cameras there would have been a lot less offence caused." 

The jungle highway was littered for months by the rusted hulks of boats and cars and the holiday gear unclaimed by the dead. 

Mr Garrett said: "If some profits go towards helping local victims recover, that would be better." He was pleased to learn Thai extras would receive 400 baht [£6], almost double the standard wage for a day labourer. 

But Robert Reynolds, who runs a charity for tsunami orphans in Krabi province, was incensed after discovering Western extras were routinely paid 1,400 baht [£20]. He says he wrote to executives at the prize-winning Kudos productions, demanding that they take care not to offend. "Thais lost everything," he pointed out to The Nation. "They had no homes to go back to." 

Spokesmen from HBO and the BBC were unavailable for immediate comment last night. 

Further outrage has greeted the decision to hire Thais to play corpses at a cut-rate pay of £6 a day for the series, to be broadcast later this year.

Tsunami survivors live in sub-standard conditions-UN 
03 June 2006 GENEVA (Reuters) - A year after the Indian Ocean tsunami, many survivors still live in "substandard conditions" that fail to meet international criteria for adequate housing, United Nations human rights investigators said. 
Women are also exposed to physical and sexual violence in some camps, and to greater domestic violence, according to Miloon Kothari, U.N. special rapporteur on adequate housing, and Walter Kaelin, U.N. Secretary-General’s special representative on the human rights of internally displaced persons. 
They called on governments in the affected region to provide permanent housing and restore livelihoods in an equitable way. 
"Large numbers of survivors remain forced to live in sub-standard conditions that fail to meet criteria for adequate housing and living conditions dictated by international human rights standards," they said in a statement issued overnight. 
"We are concerned that a year later, reconstruction efforts are plagued by serious delays and have not been awarded the priority they so urgently warrant," the investigators added. 
At least 231,127 people died or are missing since the devastating earthquake and tsunami on Dec 26. Giant waves crashed into Indonesia, Sri Lanka and India, drowning thousands and swamping tourist isles in Thailand and the Maldives. 
The U.N. investigators said that a majority of people left homeless are still living in temporary shelters, while many are trapped in rudimentary conditions "akin to the emergency relief camps" set up in the immediate aftermath. 
Tsunami survivors continue to suffer from inequities in aid distribution and sub-standard housing "resulting from political dynamics, bureaucratic inefficiencies and caste affiliation", according to the U.N. investigators. 
The presence of military forces in some camps, as well as a lack of privacy, had increased women’s vulnerability to physical and sexual violence, they said. 
"Reports of domestic violence have been widespread, as the inadequate nature of housing design and settlement layout have only served to exacerbate already tense relations in the home due to the stressful nature of life post-tsunami," they said.
http://www.haveeru.com.mv/?page=engdetails&id=7535
Phuket a Haven for Investors                                                                               Phuket, Thailand (PRWEB) June 1, 2006 -- These days, visitors to Phuket cannot help but notice the number of premium property projects being marketed on the island. Developers on this tourist hotspot are going all out to woo buyers with projects running the gamut from luxury villas to upmarket Phuket resort condominiumshttp://www.cbre.co.th/CBRECONTENT/PHUKET/PHUKET.HTM?PropertyTypeID=1&WT.mc_id=10012) with ultramodern facades and interior design.
Post-tsunami Phuket’s property market is enjoying a boom fuelled by rising demand from expatriates. Real-estate consultants say foreign investors from Singapore, Hong Kong, Europe and the Mediterranean from the bulk of buyers who are snapping up properties across the island. http://www.prweb.com/releases/2006/6/prweb391972.htm
