Tourism plan ruled out for Phi Phi island
Krabi _ Tsunami-ravaged Phi Phi island will not be redeveloped as a special, high-end tourism destination and its rehabilitation will be left in the hands of government agencies. The decision, announced yesterday, was welcomed by local residents and business people.
http://archives.mybangkokpost.com/bkkarchives/frontstore/news_detail.html?aid=181819&textcat=General%20News&from=news&click_page=16
Visit to park spurs rethink on wave plans
Companies competing to design the tsunami memorial are now reducing the scale of their proposals to minimize any environmental impact. Environmentalists are concerned the memorial to the Dec 26, 2004 tragedy may damage the fragile ecosystem of the Khao Lak-Lumru national park, where the government has decided it should be built
http://archives.mybangkokpost.com/bkkarchives/frontstore/news_detail.html?aid=181383&textcat=General%20News&from=news&click_page=31
Andaman locations popular

Phuket _ Three Andaman coastal provinces have become popular locations for foreign film shoots, which brought in almost one billion baht in revenue last year. The number of foreign film productions in Krabi, Phangnga and Phuket provinces increased to 500 last year from 452 in 2004, said Thanittha Maneechote, director-general of the Tourism and Sports Ministry's Office of Tourism Development. The productions included documentaries, advertisements, music videos and films.

Japan made most film shoots in the Andaman provinces with about 170 productions last year, followed by India with 50. The rest were from the United States and other countries.

Film-makers from England and America are now using the Andaman areas in their tsunami-themed films. In January this year alone, foreign film shooting generated around 400 million baht for the country.
http://archives.mybangkokpost.com/bkkarchives/frontstore/news_detail.html?aid=182214&textcat=General%20News&type=a&key=tsunami&year=2006&click_page=1&search_cat=text&from=text_search
Andaman system ready to use

Phuket _ Disaster warning towers in all tsunami-prone areas of Phuket and nearby Andaman provinces are now ready for use and more will be built in the lower South and East within three months and in the North later on this year.

After the entire system in the six Andaman provinces was complete, warning towers would then be installed in 10 lower South provinces and four eastern provinces prone to floods and natural disasters with a budget of 77 million baht within three months as the bid envelopes for the project were opened yesterday, he said.

Yesterday, Maitri Duangsawat, chief of the Marine and Coastal Resources Department, told the first leg of a three-day government and UNESCO workshop in Phuket on coastal ecology after the tsunami that marine resources could be used as "natural buffers" to curb damage from tsunami waves.
http://archives.mybangkokpost.com/bkkarchives/frontstore/news_detail.html?aid=182024&textcat=General%20News&type=a&key=tsunami&year=2006&click_page=1&search_cat=text&from=text_search
