Thailand: Permanent shelters rise in Koh Lanta Island

18 May 2006 -In three weeks' time, 71 permanent shelters will gradually rise in Sang Kha Ou, a seaside village of Koh Lanta island, Krabi province. 

The homes were built on one rai -- equivalent to a third of an acre or 1,600 square metres -- of land donated by a doctor, and the rest from pooled village sites.  Consensus on the house design took some time: "The beneficiaries, mostly sea gypsies, wanted a one level house that would be suitable for their traditional rituals and beliefs," explained sub-district official Nirat Hantaley. 

It took the villagers at least three months to agree on the design, "and they are very satisfied with their choice," Hantaley said, appreciating how World Vision worked effectively with other organisations, government offices and "even with people of different faiths." Sang Kha Ou has a population of 116 families, majority of whom are dependent on fishing. The area sustained heavy damage after the tsunami, with most of the boats swept away. 

"It took them four months to gain courage and go back to the sea. They were very scared and until now they are still wary," Hantaley shared. World Vision helped repair 30 boats, and other organisations assisted in other areas. 

http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/fromthefield/217167/114794106416.htm
Students at Ban Kalim School get a new classroom building with modern equipment. A 34 million baht new three storey classroom building equipped with modern teaching material and equipment was presented to the students and teachers of Ban Kalim School through Phuket Governor Udomsak Uswarangkura. The school, located on the beach front road, north of Patong, was struck by the 2004 tsunami. The ITV Company joined hands with 23 private organizations to raise funds for the reconstruction of the new school facility. It can take up to 500 students. In a related issue, more than 400 books on stock markets were presented to Prince of Songkhla University by representatives from the Stock Market of Thailand. http://www.thaisnews.com/news_detail.php?newsid=172703
UNESCO chief hails tsunami warn system
May 17- The head of the U.N. Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization has congratulated nations taking part in a Pacific-wide tsunami warning drill. "The test has shown that our communication system and general preparedness is by and large working well," UNESCO Director General Koichiro Matsuura said in a statement issued in Paris Wednesday. As many as 30 countries took part in the exercise, which also involved local emergency services in selected costal residential areas and schools in Malaysia, the Philippines, Samoa and Thailand. 

http://www.upi.com/InternationalIntelligence/view.php?StoryID=20060517-104834-5704r
Thailand fails to perform in first tsunami exercise
18 May 2006 - Sluggish mobile phone signals are blamed for the country’s below par performance in the first region-wide test of the tsunami warning system in Asia Pacific yesterday.Smith Dharmasaroja, chairman of the Committee for the National Disaster Warning Administration, said yesterday there were delays in SMS warnings sent to the public.“The messages were delayed five or ten minutes. That period may not sound very long but in a real-life tsunami that can be disastrous,” he said.He said signal delays were caused by busy mobile phone networks and a lack of cooperation by network operators which are experiencing signal congestion problems.Thailand took part in the second phase of the test. The exercise involved alerting the public of the tsunami threat via SMS messaging, national radio and TV networks, as well as evacuating people to safe areas. The tsunami warning system in the Pacific has existed for more than 40 years but has never until now been tested regionally. 
http://www.manager.co.th/IHT/ViewNews.aspx?NewsID=9490000064858
Tsunami alert drill reveals weaknesses 

Bangkok May -18, 2006: A Pacific-wide tsunami drill yesterday revealed glitches in the regional alert network ranging from a faulty fax machine in Malaysia to an overloaded telephone network in Thailand. 
http://www.themercury.co.za/index.php?fSectionId=284&fArticleId=3250684
Thai Tsunami Warning System Fails to Work:  BANGKOK, Thailand Thursday, May 18, 2006- A crucial link in the communications chain to alert top Thai emergency officials of possible tsunamis failed to work Wednesday during a simulation of a Pacific region-wide warning system, a disaster response official said. Messages from Thailand's National Disaster Warning Center sent by SMS to the country's five top emergency coordinators failed to reach their targets or were delayed for hours, said Dr. Cherdsak Virapat, the center's chief for International Coordination. http://www.themoscowtimes.com/stories/2006/05/18/255.html
Tsunami washout: 18th May, 2006 - [image: image1.png]
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A test of Thailand’s new tsunami early warning system failed yesterday - because busy phone networks took hours to deliver vital SMS messages. And some warnings sent by fax didn’t turn up at all.

The National Disaster Warning Centre said that text messages sent by cell phones to emergency coordinators around the country took hours to arrive. 

Some warnings sent by fax during the morning drill also failed to arrive, said Pakdivat Vajirapanlop, the centre’s deputy operations chief. 

http://www.7days.ae/2006/05/18/tsunami-washout.html
Telecommunication problem in Thailand taints tsunami warning test
18/05/2006 -A trial of a regional tsunami warning system by dozens of countries across the Pacific has been marred by telecommunications problems in Thailand. The exercise, code-named Pacific Wave '06, was initially declared a success by officials at the Pacific Tsunami Warning Centre in Hawaii. However, it soon became clear that plans to alert emergency coordinators to tsunami threats failed to work in Thailand when busy cell phone networks took hours to deliver key messages. http://abcasiapacific.com/news/stories/asiapacific_stories_1641186.htm
Thailand tourism slumps despite record budgets: Monday May 22, 2006- Fear of ghosts in tsunami-hit areas and instability in southern Thailand exacted a devastating toll on Thailand's 2005 visitor arrivals. Final figures for 2005 have not yet been released. However, some very significant clues are contained in the final figures for January-September, which were released last week and show total arrivals of 8.18 million, down 3.19% over the same period of 2004. The final tally for 2005 is expected to be around the 10 million mark, well short of the target of 13.3 million and about the same as that recorded in the worst years of tourism this decade _ 2001, the year of the 9/11 attacks, and 2003, the year of Sars and the US-led attack on Iraq.                      http://www.bangkokpost.com/Business/22May2006_biz11.php
Tourism 
Last year’s tourist arrivals in the country, according to the Tourism Authority of Thailand, were reported to be 11.58 million, while this year, 2006, the target is to reach 13.3 million or 15% more. The TAT Deputy Governor for Products Santichai Eauchongprasit revealed that during this first quarter of this year, January to March 2006, the number of visitors to Thailand looks optimistic with good signs, after the tsunami affected 2005 so much. 

http://www.thaisnews.com/news_detail.php?newsid=173137
Spanish design for Thai memorial 

Thursday, 18 May 2006 -The design, which is entitled Mountain of Remembrance, and beat out four other bids from Finland, China, Australia and the United States. The memorial will include five 30-metre high towers, inspired by Buddhist pagodas, a museum, an educational centre, a gift shop and a restaurant. It will be built in a national park in Khao Lak within the next two years. Experts estimate the memorial to cost around 500m baht ($13m) to build. 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/asia-pacific/4993630.stm
Spanish architects win Thailand's Tsunami Memorial Design Competition 

May 18, 2006-A project, designed by two Spanish architects was announced on Wednesday to be the winner of Thailand 's Tsunami Memorial Design Competition. Ana Somaza and Juana Canet, two woman architecture designers from Spain, finally won the worldwide competition which was attended by a total of 679 contestants from 49 countries. Their project "Mountains of Remembrance" will be built at the site of Khao-Lak Lamru National Park in the southern province of Phang-Nga. http://english.people.com.cn/200605/18/eng20060518_266623.html
Concern over tsunami memorial
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Fri, May 19, 2006  Environmentalists have demanded the design details of the winning tsunami memorial be considered by the National Environmental Board (NEB) before construction starts in a national park in Phang-Nga. Surapol Duangkha, secretary-general of Wildlife Fund Thailand, said he was afraid the memorial would be another government project that will disturb forest and wildlife resources in the country. http://nationmultimedia.com/2006/05/19/national/national_30004382.php
Do we really need a Tsunami Memorial Museum?
[image: image4.png]


Sat, May 20, 2006-Although caretaker Deputy Prime Minister Suwat Liptapanlop has given the green light to construction of the Tsunami Memorial Museum mega-project in Phang Nga's Khao Lak Lamru National Park, questions linger concerning its implementation. Almost a year and a half after the tsunami, the plans for Thailand's first-ever memorial museum have been finalised, but they have also sparked controversy among environmentalists and locals still recovering physically and emotionally. http://nationmultimedia.com/2006/05/20/opinion/opinion_30004474.php
