A Tsunami evacuation exercise took place in Phang-Nga with around 1,000 villagers involved                                                                                                                            Around 1,000 villagers, students and navy officers from the Phang-Nga naval base in Thap Lamu of Phang-Nga took part in a tsunami evacuation drill. Director General of the Disaster Prevention and Mitigation Office (DPMO), Anucha Mokkavet and Phang-Nga Governor Winai Buapradit witnessed the exercise. The drill simulated an earthquake warning and attempted evacuation within less than 30 minutes. The operation came under the cooperation of the DPMO and German organization of GTZ under the disaster risk management, having communities in Phang-Nga and the eastern province of Trat as pioneer provinces. After the drill Mr. Anucha expressed his satisfaction with the drill operation which took participants less than 30 minutes for evacuation. http://www.thaisnews.com/news_detail.php?newsid=176318
Regional workshop on tsunami warning system held in Thailand                                    16 June, Over 130 experts from over 20 Indian Ocean rim countries and representatives from United Nations gathered in Bangkok for a workshop on mitigation, preparedness and development for Tsunami Early Warning Systems in the Indian Ocean region. During the three-day workshop, organized by International Strategy of Disaster Reduction (ISDR), the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and Pacific (UNESCAP) and other regional partners, participants will share experiences of good practices and lessons learned from different countries in their efforts to integrate early warning systems into development process. http://english.people.com.cn/200606/16/eng20060616_274453.html
IOM mobilizes Burmese migrants to take part in a tsunami early warning evacuation exercise in Phang-Nga today
15-June, The International Organization for Migration or IOM is working with Thailand's Department of Disaster Prevention and Mitigation or DDPM to include Burmese migrant workers in a tsunami early warning evacuation exercise. The exercise, organized by DDPM and the German international aid agency GTZ, was held in Phang Nga province's Tab-La-Mu village - one of the villages hardest hit by the tsunami in December 2004. It will take place in front of a local school opposite Phang-Nga Naval Base involving around 1,000 villagers. According to a IOM statement, of the village's 3,500 residents, 2,000 are migrants from Myanmar employed mostly in the fishing industry. In the report from the IOM, which has employed health workers and health volunteers to work with migrant communities in tsunami-affected provinces for over a year, it states that it was asked to ensure that the migrants receive adequate information and are prepared for potential disasters. Some 7,000 migrant workers in Thailand were affected by the tsunami and several hundred were killed. The evacuation exercise today will be at 9.30am.                http://www.thaisnews.com/news_detail.php?newsid=176212
Tsunami early warning system 'on duty' in Andaman provinces 

28-June, PHUKET– Thailand has completed installation of an early warning system for tsunamis covering six at-risk Andaman Coast provinces. Vice Minister attached to the Prime Minister's Office and chairman of the National Disaster Committee Smith Tumsaroch on Wednesday presided over a meeting of agencies concerned with the operation. The meeting was told that the tsunami warning system has been installed in 444 locations in the six provinces, with connections enabling direct links with the National Disaster Warning Centre in Nonthaburi province near Bangkok. In addition, the Thai government plans to install disaster warning buoys in two deep-sea locations. The offshore technology has been financed by US government aid while the Thai government will shoulder maintenance costs of about Bt360 million per year. The government also plans to equip 17 provinces on the Gulf of Thailand coast with disaster warning devices.                                                  http://etna.mcot.net/query.php?nid=22935
Tsunami buoy to be deployed before yearend: Smith
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15-August -The US government will deploy a tsunami buoy in the Pacific before yearend to feed accurate and fast tsunami warning data to Thailand's disaster warning system, a senior government official said Wednesday. Smith Thamsaroj, vice PM's Office minister and chairman of the National Disaster Warning Centre, said the US government agreed to deploy two tsunami buoys in Pacific to feed warning data to Thailand's warning centre using satellite uplinking. The first buoy will be deployed before the year end at the location at latitude 9ฐ north and longitude 89ฐ east while the second buoy will be deployed before next yearend at the location at latitude 9ฐ north and longitude 90ฐ east, he said.He said the buoys would warn Thailand about an hour before the arrival of tsunamis.
http://nationmultimedia.com/breakingnews/read.php?newsid=30007524
Tsunami warning network now working
The Indian Ocean tsunami warning network is now fully operational, including in Thailand where the installation of 444 tsunami warning towers in the six tsunami-hit Andaman coastal provinces has been completed.Eighteen months after the tsunami struck, the Indian Ocean region now had a warning system capable of receiving and distributing tsunami alerts around the clock, Koichiro Matsuura, director-general of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation (Unesco), said.The system was installed by Unesco's intergovernmental oceanographic commission, which established a similar warning network in the Pacific Ocean in the mid-1960s.

http://www.bangkokpost.com/breaking_news/breakingnews.php?id=106002
Tsunami still taking a toll on children
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10 July-A year and a half after the Indian Ocean tsunami, hundreds of children in Phang Nga province continue to suffer from stress disorders, psychiatrists said yesterday. Hundreds of others still receive some form of psychiatric treatment, they said. Children show fear when they hear news about earthquakes or tsunamis and when seeing large waves, Dr Benjaphorn Panyayong, a director of a rehabilitation centre for victims, said. Most still have nightmares and many refuse to return to homes in areas hit by the Boxing Day disaster, she said. More than 5,000 children in the six southern provinces affected were diagnosed with stress disorders in the immediate aftermath of the tsunami, she said. In Phang Nga, around 8 per cent of 300 children being monitored were still believed to be suffering from serious mental illnesses, while 42 per cent still showed symptoms of stress disorder, she said. Parents of children whose bodies were never recovered show symptoms, she said, adding some admitted contemplating suicide. Dr Kobchoke Joowong, director of Suan Saranrom mental hospital in Surat Thani, said the total number of Phang Nga patients given psychiatric therapy was around 2,000. Therapists continued to make house visits, with help from psychiatrists in cases where medication was prescribed. Those in need of intensive care are admitted to hospitals or a new psychiatric centre in Khao Lak. As many as 40 patients have been hospitalised for aggression and insomnia. Dr Weera Choorujiphorn of the centre in Khao Lak said the need for the clinic would be re-evaluated next year. He expected a full recovery in all patients by that time.        http://nationmultimedia.com/2006/07/10/national/national_30008382.php
Thailand: Fish distribution brings hope to Thai fish farmers

07-July- Story by Kanyasorn Tansubhapol, International Federation Regional Information Officer in Phang Nga, Krabi province, Thailand. The afternoon has been hot and cloudy but now the rain starts to pour. Fisherman Aris Ningrawee does not take shelter but instead braves the rain to wait for the Thai Red Cross officers. He is joined by 19 other fish farmers at Baan Khao Nok. Some row their boat to shore; others walk down from the village. They come because the visitors have offered each of them 500 fish and a chance to rebuild their livelihoods. The Thai Red Cross officers arrive in a truck loaded with big plastic buckets filled with Pla Ga Phong Khao (white sea bass). The farmers queue up to receive their share of the fish, which they will feed and tend for a year until they are large enough to sell. Baan Khao Nok in Phang Nga province was not hardest hit by the tsunami in December 2004. No one died and no houses were damaged but all the sea bass fishing farms were destroyed – and with them went any hope of making a living. Funded by the International Federation's Thailand Tsunami Recovery Programme, the fishing project covers Phang Nga, Phuket, Trang, Satun, Krabi and Ranong, all coastal provinces affected by the tsunami. The project is worth some 11 million baht.                                       http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/RWB.NSF/db900SID/AMMF-6RGEJ2?OpenDocument
