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On 12 January 2010, the United Nations Country Team in Thailand and the Governor of Mae Hong Son made a commitment to work together over the next three years to improve the lives and opportunities of the people living in Mae Hong Son, a remote highland province in northern Thailand.  
 

The UN has brought together diverse expertise from more than ten UN agencies in a joint initiative with Thai partners to address the complex development challenges facing Mae Hong Son, which was identified as the poorest province in the country according to the UNDP National Human Development Report for Thailand of 2007.   Over half of Mae Hong Son’s population is composed of ethnic minorities who have limited access to government services.  In addition, a large influx of displaced persons and migrants from Myanmar and other areas is impeding the social development and natural resources management in the province.  
 

This joint UN initiative includes targeted actions to improve the skills and income generating capability of poor farmers in remote communities, ethnic minorities, migrants and camp-based displaced people.  The sustainable management of natural resources is also being promoted and access to social services such as health and education for all improved.  
