Thailand Celebrates King's 60th Anniversary on Throne                       BANGKOK, Jun 08, 2006 - All of Thailand is abuzz this week in celebration of King Bhumibol Adulyadej's Diamond Jubilee, the 60th anniversary the Thai king ascended to the throne. For the past six decades, King Bhumibol, has earned the loyalty and respect of most Thais in part because of his innovative development projects that aim to help improve the lives of his subjects, in particular the rural poor. Some of the over 3,000 Royal Projects cover areas such as agricultural reform, water conservation, alternative schools, drug rehabilitation and health care. 

In times of natural disaster, the King has also provided advice and assistance to his people. The Rajaprajanugroh Foundation was founded under the King's patronage in 1962 following one of the worst natural disasters ever to hit Thailand when tropical storm Harriet tore through 20 provinces killing more than 900 people. After the 2004 tsunami struck southern Thailand, the King asked the foundation to immediately release 30 million Baht of his personal funds for relief efforts. 

http://www.theepochtimes.com/news/6-6-8/42462.html
Phuket Beaches Hopping, Other Areas Still Recovering                             Editor's Note: Many popular tourist areas in Thailand that were hard hit by the 2004 Christmas tsunami are back in top form, and there have been unexpected beneficiaries due to foreign aid after the disaster. But other areas may never return to their former state, writes Pueng Vongs, a New America Media editor. http://news.ncmonline.com/news/view_article.html?article_id=20299f0d86b9bab3be52913b93c46916
Kilkenny pupils raise money for tsunami-hit school                                Following the tsunami disaster which hit southeast Asia in December 2005 pupils from a number of schools in Kilkenny raised a huge amount of money in aid of Cradle's Tsunami Appeal. The funds raised by the young students went towards the rebuilding of the Ban Bang Muang school in the Khao Lak region of Thailand. The schools were very proud to learn that the money raised by the Kilkenny schools alone, amounted to over 25 per cent of the total cost of the project. Among the largest contributors were Tullaroan National School and Loreto Secondary school, Kilkenny, both schools raising in excess of €5,000 each. http://www.kilkennyadvertiser.ie/index.php?aid=1266
New Miniseries Angers Tsunami Survivors
Bangkok, Thailand (AHN) June 5, 2006 - A new television miniseries has apparently drawn the anger of some of the survivors of the 2004 South Asian tsunami. Tour guide Sawitree Kulmat said, "Why are they doing this? We can't believe it. What about the people who lost their families?" However, the British Broadcasting Corp. has stated that they plan to look beyond the disaster itself and lean toward the issues that had come up since then. But, some of the advertisements for the new miniseries, where they were looking for extras to work on the show as corpses, seems to be what is bothering the people the most. Robert Reynolds, director of a charity supporting children affected by the tsunami, said, "Some of the flyers had pictures of the tsunami. On the bottom, it said victims needed. It was pretty tasteless." The BBC has stated that the miniseries is scheduled to appear on HBO and BBC2 later this year. http://www.allheadlinenews.com/articles/7003814023
 Thais play tsunami corpses for $11 a day 

 Tuesday June 6, 2006-The BBC calls its upcoming mini-series Tsunami a compelling story of courage. But for many Thais who lost their families, the film-makers are reopening fresh wounds. More outrage has greeted the decision to hire Thais to play corpses at cut-rate pay of $11 a day for Aftermath, to be broadcast this year.  

That's less than a third what Western extras are routinely paid, although it's almost double the standard wage for a Thai day labourer. Film crews from BBC2 and Warner Brothers' Home Box Office, shooting on location on the Andaman coast for a two-part television mini-series based on the 2004 Boxing Day tsunami, are busy making drama out of a crisis. But some survivors in Khao Lak and Phuket, two of the hardest-hit resorts in Thailand, complain that realistic recreations of the catastrophe are stirring up barely healed wounds. 

http://www.nzherald.co.nz/section/story.cfm?c_id=2&ObjectID=10385083
Tsunami victims await tourists

KHAO LAK, Mon Jun 12, 2006, Thailand (Reuters) - Most hotels in Thailand's tsunami-shattered Khao Lak beach resort are closed, the sea is filled with junk, but young Thais are being trained in tourism trades for when better times return. The biggest source of tourism in Khao Lak, where more than 3,000 people died in the December 26 tsunami -- most of them foreigners -- are the thousands of volunteers from around the world who have come to help rebuild the community. Aid donors say the biggest priority, now that the relief phase is winding down after a disaster which killed more than 232,000 people in a dozen nations around the Indian Ocean, is to revitalise businesses and create jobs. 
http://today.reuters.com/news/newsArticle.aspx?type=tsunamiNews&storyID=2006-06-12T143652Z_01_ZWE252596_RTRUKOC_0_TSUNAMI-ONE.xml
Tsunami fund offers Bt2.7 billion to 20 victims 

BANGKOK, June 13 (TNA) - The Tsunami Recovery Fund has offered funds amounting Bt2.7 billion (US$7.4 million) to victims of the monstrous waves which devastated six Thai coastal provinces in late December 2004 and expects that two-thirds of the borrowers will be able to reopen their businesses by the end of this year. MFC Asset Management Public Co. Ltd., which manages Thailand's Tsunami Recovery Fund, has successfully dispersed 90 per cent of the funds to restore businesses affected by the 'Boxing Day' tsunami. MFC managing director Pichit Akarathit said the fund had so far dispersed low interest loans totaling Bt2.7 billion--to 20 business operators--of the total Bt3 billion the fund had on hand for lending. Fifteen of the total 20 borrowers had their businesses set up in the southern resort of Khao Lak in Phang nga province before their properties were destroyed by the December 26, 2004 tsunami, he said.Under the loan terms, the fund would charge 1 per cent interest rate during the first five years and the rate would become floated thereafter.However, the cumulative interest could be paid after the first five years in case the borrowers were not in a position to pay the interest. (TNA)-E111 http://etna.mcot.net/query.php?nid=22543
Thailand: IOM mobilizes Burmese migrants to take part in tsunami early warning evacuation exercise

IOM is working with Thailand's Department of Disaster Prevention and Mitigation (DDPM) to include Burmese migrant workers in a tsunami early warning evacuation exercise this week. The exercise, organized by DDPM and the German international aid agency GTZ, will be held on Thursday 15 June in Phang Nga province's Tab-La-Mu village - one of the villages hardest hit by the tsunami in December 2004. Of the village's 3,500 residents, 2,000 are migrants from Myanmaremployed mostly in the fishing industry. IOM, which has employed health workers and health volunteers to work with migrant communities in tsunami-affected provinces for over a year, was asked to ensure that the migrants receive adequate information and are prepared for potential disasters. http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/RWB.NSF/db900SID/EVOD-6QQDA2?OpenDocument
