Thailand: Tsunami

20.12
Phi Phi businesses fear `hidden agenda'
Tourism operators and local residents on tsunami-ravaged Phi Phi island allege government agencies have a ``hidden agenda'' in restoring the island's tourism business. They question the government's decision to suspend the town zoning plan and rehabilitation scheme, jointly drafted by locals and the Interior Ministry's Civil Works Department, and allow the Designated Area for Sustainable Tourism Administration (DASTA), to take over the task.
http://www.bangkokpost.com/201205_News/20Dec2005_news14.php
20.12
Memorial event `could traumatise survivors' 
More mental health staff would be dispatched to the wave-struck areas to help affected villagers cope with depression and to prevent the recurrence of mental health problems triggered by the overwhelming media coverage of the government's highly-promoted tsunami commemorative event. Meanwhile, the Mental Health Department has claimed success in reducing the number of mental patients in the area -the number of villagers exhibiting symptoms of depression had fallen from 30% in February to 25% in September and the number of post-traumatic stress disorder patients has dropped from 12% to only 7%. 
http://www.bangkokpost.com/201205_News/20Dec2005_news15.php

20.12
Damaged coral beds are recovering, but now need careful monitoring
The good news about the coral gardens of the Andaman Sea one year after the tsunami  is that about 70 per cent of the damaged coral is showing signs of recovery, said a marine expert. But the bad news is that since the corals were surveyed, self-interest among management groups has dimmed the prospect of coherent long-term management of the natural resource.
http://www.nationmultimedia.com/search/page.arcview.php?clid=26&id=125368&usrsess=
20.12
Divers lead return of tourists to Andaman
Foreign and domestic divers are starting to come back in force to explore the Andaman underworld but the situation was not yet back to where it was before the tsunami.
http://www.nationmultimedia.com/search/page.arcview.php?clid=26&id=125369&usrsess=
20.12
Terrorist attacks warned during the tsunami anniversary
The Australian Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade has warned that ceremonies in Thailand commemorating the tsunami anniversary may be targeted by terrorists. http://www.thaisnews.com/news_detail.php?newsid=155294

20.12
Officials to provide safety for guests of the tsunami memorial event
Police Region 8th have mobilized officials to ensure safety for those attending the One Year in Memory event, while facilitating more than 9,000 guests invited by the government. 
http://www.thaisnews.com/news_detail.php?newsid=155193
21.12
German tsunami assistance reaches Bt1.4 billion
Germany has poured more than Bt1.44 billion into tsunami-hit areas over the past year, the German Ambassador to Thailand Christoph Brummer said. He also urged the public to remain positive about the tsunami relief efforts despite ongoing problems. The assistance spread throughout the areas via various German organisations, came in a range forms from building infrastructure to counselling, but focused on four areas: children and schools, community rehabilitation, hospitals and fishery.
http://www.nationmultimedia.com/search/page.arcview.php?clid=3&id=125387&usrsess=
21.11
Many migrant workers in Andaman provinces paid less after killer waves struck 
43% of the migrant workers in Phuket and Phang Nga have been paid less than in the pre-tsunami period, while they have had to struggle with higher living expenses, according to an alien labour survey. Of this amount, 48% received the same rate and 9.5% were paid more.
http://www.bangkokpost.com/211205_News/21Dec2005_news64.php

22.12
More than 6,500 to attend tsunami memorial services
According to the government, 6,596 people –1,359 foreigners and 4,761 Thais, along with 476 VIPs– had confirmed they would attend the service on Dec 26. The five countries most heavily represented will be Sweden, the United Kingdom, Australia, Germany and France, he said. The Thai government has allowed a Bt300-million budget to pay for guests’ travel expenses, accommodation and other related costs, but some 500 foreign guests had insisted on covering their own bills, helping the government save Bt30 million.
http://www.nationmultimedia.com/search/page.arcview.php?clid=3&id=125434&usrsess=

22.12
Tsunami book released to mark anniversary
A book entitled "Tsunami 2004 Nam Chai Thai" will be handed out by the government to survivors of last year’s tsunami and members of the public to mark the anniversary of the tragedy. Among other things, it contains letters written by tsunami foreign victims to express their heart-felt appreciation for the Thai people’s kindnesses. 
http://etna.mcot.net/query.php?nid=5362

22.12 Thai govt ready for tsunami commemorative ceremony
Memorial service arrangements were completed and a high level of security was being maintained at all venues, according to the Thai government.
http://etna.mcot.net/query.php?nid=5372

22.12 Police lashed out at central forensics institute for mishandling tsunami bodies
The Central Institute of Forensic Science was criticized for not following proper identification procedures, by not collecting fingerprints, which led to mistakes in delivery of bodies and for only collecting information on DNA and objects found on the bodies of victims.
http://www.thaisnews.com/news_detail.php?newsid=155491

23.12
DPM insists no conflicts over the issue of land in tsunami affected provinces
Deputy Prime Minister Wissanu Krea-ngam spoke about the conflicts between private sectors, villagers and government agencies over the land issue in 56 communities of six provinces which were hit by the giant waves last year. He stated that no conclusion has been submitted to the related agencies yet. He also added that no discussion over the disputes of the land property has been made in the previous meetings. 
http://www.thaisnews.com/news_detail.php?newsid=155708
23.12 WHO praises Thailand for hospitality during last year's tsunami disaster
The World Health organization (WHO) has praised Thailand for its hospitality rendered to victims of last year's tsunami, both Thai people and foreign tourists alike.
http://etna.mcot.net/query.php?nid=5382

23.12
Thai kids out of those in tsunami-affected countries had most positive outlook and optimistic view of the future, according to survey conducted by UNICEF
The survey found that two-thirds of the children surveyed say that life has improved but that Thai children stand out as having the most positive outlook and are beginning to recover emotionally from the country's worst-ever disaster. However, it noted that three quarters of Thai respondents still grieve over the loss of family members.
http://www.bangkokpost.com/231205_News/23Dec2005_news05.php
23.12 The Mini-Early Warning System
On September 22nd, 2005, the Minister attached to the Office of the Prime Minister, Mr. Suranand Vejjajiva, proposed the idea of constructing a reserved early warning system. Besides the government’s initial early warning system such as the National Disaster Warning Center in the six Andaman coastal provinces of Thailand, the reserved system will augment the capabilities of all other warning systems. It will also act as an information provider for residents and tourists. As a result, their confidence towards the system would be greatly boosted as its capability meets the international standard. 

http://www.thaisnews.com/news_detail.php?newsid=155893
24.12 Thais warned to be prepared for natural disasters in future
Thailand's Minister Attached to the Prime Minister's Office Suranand Vejjajiva urged Thailand and the Thai people to gain a preparedness mentality because destructive natural disasters would continue to happen, more often and more severely, because the world's climate and geology have dramatically changed.
http://etna.mcot.net/query.php?nid=5423

25.12
Sea gypsies hold own ceremony
Morgan sea gypsies in Phang Nga’s Takua Pa district yesterday held their own commemoration of the December 26 tsunami last year and reclaimed a cemetery that had been occupied illegally by landlords. Sea gypsies from all over the South gathered on a beach near Baan Thung Wa, a small Morgan village, to hold ceremonies for the 42 Morgans who lost their lives to the giant waves.
http://www.nationmultimedia.com/search/page.arcview.php?clid=3&id=125556&usrsess=
25.12
Over 20% of people interviewed suffered from PTSD 
Post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) suffered by tsunami-affected people poses a challenge for mental health officials after research showed that the number of such victims remained high. The research found that 21.5% of the people surveyed in Ranong, 33.6% in Phang Nga, 16.4% in Phuket, 26.7% in Krabi, 19.5% in Trang and 17.3% in Satun still experience PTSD. It found that victims are mostly women, married couples and less educated people.
http://www.bangkokpost.com/News/25Dec2005_news04.php

25.12
Japanese-style memorial on Kamala Beach
A Japanese-style tsunami memorial is being opened for the Japanese community and its function is to allay fears of bad luck among Japanese tourists. The place, totalling 4x4 metres in space, comprises a wooden pavilion where a tsunami alarm bell has been installed.
http://www.bangkokpost.com/News/25Dec2005_news08.php
26.12
Volunteers hold own quiet service 
Volunteers working in tsunami victim identification opted to hold a private tsunami memorial service yesterday, separate from the huge commemorative event to be hosted by the government today in Phang Nga. The government's ceremony was simply an event aimed at promoting tourism and to showcase the government's performance in recovery efforts rather than bringing together victims, volunteers and state officials who struggled to work in difficult conditions in the aftermath of the tsunami.
http://www.bangkokpost.com/News/26Dec2005_news02.php
26.12 PM orders 'surplus' tsunami housing to be allocated to alleviate poverty
Prime Minister Thaksin Shinwatra said on that he believed the government's tsunami aid had reached all victims who requested assistance and agreed with concerns that there were more newly-built houses than actually needed. Nevertheless, the Prime Minister asked government authorities to 'cut the red tape' and try to help all tsunami victims, saying that the government agencies should be more flexible in dealing with the needs of those who have suffered.
http://etna.mcot.net/query.php?nid=5461
26.12 One year in memory of the tsunami activities
The tsunami commemorative function on December 26th is divided into three parts: the morning memorial ceremonies at seven locations in four provinces, the laying of a foundation stone for the tsunami monument at Khao Lak Lam Loo National Park, Phang Nga and the evening memorial service and exhibitions at Bang Niang Beach in Phang Nga. 
http://www.thaisnews.com/news_detail.php?newsid=156009

