
[image: image1.emf][image: image2.png]


[image: image3.png]



Press Release

______________________________________________

Issue date: 29 March 2010
BEYOND COPENHAGEN: 

IMPLEMENTING THAILAND’S CLIMATE CHANGE STRATEGY

Bangkok, 29 March 2009 – Thailand is determined to step up the implementation of its National Strategy on Climate for 2008-2012 and enhance climate change policy by taking into account the voices and opinions of all stakeholders and the outcome of the 15th Conference of Parties of the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (COP 15) last December.

This was the basis for a major development cooperation seminar entitled “Beyond Copenhagen: Implementing Thailand’s Climate Change Strategy”, organised by the Royal Thai Government in partnership with the Thai Working Group for Climate Justice and the United Nations in Thailand. 

Over 150 representatives from the government, civil society, local communities, international organisations, academia, the private sector and the media, came together to debate the outcome of the COP 15 Conference and its implications for Thailand, and how best to ensure that the general public is better informed and more closely involved in future climate change policy planning and implementation.

 “The outcome of COP 15 is of critical importance in the context of Thailand, where a strong National Climate Change Strategy already sets out a clear framework for the implementation of domestic policies and measures on climate change” said Ms. Gwi-Yeop Son, UN Resident Coordinator in Thailand.

“It is now time to turn this strategy into action, particularly in Thailand’s rapidly growing cities, and areas where communities are most vulnerable to climate impacts such as in agricultural and coastal areas,” she added.

Thailand has a significant carbon footprint and ranks 22nd in the world in terms of per capita CO2 emissions. One degree of warming could destroy the rice crops that are central to the Thai economy, and a few centimetres of sea level rise could submerge Bangkok and devastate coastal tourism.  In addition, climate change poses threats that can result in significant changes in natural resources, impacting the majority of the country’s population who are agricultural communities heavily dependent on these resources. 

Thailand has already taken some important measures to cap greenhouse gas emissions per capita through the 10th National Economic and Social Development Plan and the upcoming 11th National Social and Economic Development Plan, which will continue to focus heavily on climate change. The Fifteen-Year Alternative Energy Development Plan by the Ministry of Energy has also set a target to increase the share of renewable energy to 20 percent in 2022.

Mr. Pimuk Simaroj, Vice Minister to His Excellency Mr. Suwit Khunkitti, Minister of Natural Resources and the Environment, expressed the government’s commitment to the successful implementation of the National Climate Change Strategy. He emphasized the need to ensure effective coordination and continuous dialogue between relevant government agencies, civil society, academia and the private sector. 

Thai civil society networks play a crucial coordination role throughout the country by keeping different communities informed about and prepared for the impacts of climate change, as well informed about the potential effects of climate change policies on their livelihoods.  Thailand’s private sector has also joined forces with other groups in order to be part of the climate change solution.  

“The government’s plans and policies for coping with the climate crisis must meet the needs of long-term sustainable development and social justice,” said Ms. Kingkorn Narintarakul na Ayudhaya, a representative of the Thai Working Group for Climate Justice.

“Civil society organisations can help in this process.  We have a unique awareness of climate change concerns because of our close involvement in different communities around the country. These grassroots communities need a voice at the table too,” she added.

The seminar recommended that key experts from the government, civil society, academia and the private sector come together on a regular basis in the future, to collectively review progress and achievements under the National Climate Change Strategy, resulting in better protection for the planet and long-term prosperity for all in the Kingdom and beyond.
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