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October Bangkok Meeting to Develop Strategies to Secure Justice 

for Victims of Human Trafficking

Twenty countries in East Asia and the Pacific will meet in Bangkok to secure agreement on specific strategies that will help end impunity for traffickers and secure justice for victims of this crime.  

The workshop, slated from 2 to 4 October at the United Nations Conference Centre, is hosted by the Government of the Kingdom of Thailand, and is being organized by the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) under the Global Initiative to Fight Human Trafficking (UN.GIFT) and being held in collaboration with the Australian Government.  The workshop brings together senior law enforcement officials, prosecutors and judges working together to fight this crime. It affirms the strong view of many countries that, as traffickers do not respect national borders, bilateral and regional cooperation is essential to ensure there are no safe havens for traffickers and their accomplices. 


The regional workshop hopes to communicate recent developments and effective practices in the investigation, prosecution, and adjudication of human trafficking cases, and to promote cooperation and common standards within and between countries of the East Asia and Pacific Region. The meeting will also consider regional guidelines on criminal justice responses to human trafficking. Participants will discuss recent developments and effective practices in the investigation, prosecution and adjudication of human trafficking cases with specialists from Australia, Malaysia, North America, South Africa, Thailand, Viet Nam, and Western Europe. The discussions will seek to identify common standards and approaches and to translate these into regional guidelines. 

The East Asia and Pacific region is leading the world in terms of innovative responses to the crime of human trafficking. This region has more specialized anti-trafficking units than any other, and a regional process regularly bringing together the heads of these units for information-exchange is a world-first. Most countries in this part of the world have developed strong laws to criminalize human trafficking to protect and support victims. Despite these initiatives, much remains to be done.

The objectives of this workshop are ambitious. However, they provide a very clear demonstration of the growing commitment among countries of East Asia and the Pacific to end impunity for traffickers and secure justice for victims. Should the workshop reach its goals, this region will once again confirm its position as a leader in the global struggle against trafficking in persons and related exploitation.

The Global Initiative to Fight Against Trafficking (UN.GIFT) seeks to bring together governments, business, academia and civil society in a concerted effort to create a turning point in the world-wide fight against human trafficking. Throughout 2007 – 2008, events will take place across the globe to raise awareness, reduce the vulnerability of potential victims, examine the human impact of this crime and take action to stop it. The outcomes of this regional workshop, along with the series of regional activities, will feed into a global conference to be held in Vienna, Austria, from 13 to 15 February 2008. 

* * * * * * *

For  further information and to arrange interviews, please contact: Ms. Olivia Sylvia Inciong, UNODC Regional Centre for East Asia and the Pacific, Bangkok, Thailand, Tel: (+662) 288-2623, 

Email: <sylvia.inciong@unodc.org>

	THE GOALS OF THE GLOBAL INITIATIVE

TO FIGHT HUMAN TRAFFICKING (UN.GIFT)

UN.GIFT aims to fight human trafficking by building support for the following goals:
• 
       Raise awareness inform the world of this crime and mobilize people to stop it
•
Strengthen prevention warn vulnerable groups and alleviate the factors that make people vulnerable                         to trafficking, such as poverty, underdevelopment and lack of opportunity

• 
Reduce demand attack the problem at its source by lowering incentives to trade and decreasing                    

             demand for the products and services of exploited people

• 
Support and protect victims ensure housing, counselling, medical, psychological and material    

             assistance, keeping in mind the special needs of women and children and people at risk, such as  

             those in refugee camps and conflict zones

• 
Improve law enforcement strengthen information exchange between law enforcement agencies on 

             international trafficking routes and traffickers' profiles in order to dismantle criminal groups,  

             leading to the conviction of traffickers

• 
Implement international commitments ensure that international agreements are turned into national 

             laws and practice by assisting countries in need and improving the monitoring of compliance

• 
Enrich knowledge deepen world understanding of the scope and nature of human trafficking 

             through more data collection and analysis, joint research initiatives and the creation of an evidence-

             based report on global trafficking trends

• 
Strengthen partnerships build up regional and thematic networks involving civil society, inter-

             governmental organizations and the private sector

• 
Create a special purpose fund to attract and leverage resources into funding projects around the  

             world committed to ending human trafficking

• 
Create an informal contact group to give like-minded Member States ownership of the process and 

             create long-term momentum.

The objectives set for the Global Initiative will contribute to achieving the United Nations Millennium Development Goals of empowering women, improving maternal health, combating HIV/AIDS, eradicating poverty, improving education and developing a global partnership for development.
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