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United Nations Joins Hands with Thailand 
to Raise Awareness about Human Rights Issues:

Prime Minister Abhisit Vejjajiva Launches 
‘Thailand Human Rights Caravan’  

Bangkok, 16th March 2009 – A Human Rights Caravan was launched at an event presided over by H.E. Prime Minister Abhisit Vejjajiva, at Satriwithaya School in Bangkok.    

The Human Rights Caravan will travel around Thailand to spread messages about human rights and raise people’s awareness about their rights. It is one of several activities undertaken in Thailand to commemorate the Diamond Jubilee of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.  
A publication entitled ‘Dignity and Justice for All of Us: Our Voices are Heard in Thailand” was published by the UN Country Team in Thailand and the National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) on 9 December last year, to mark the day of the 60th anniversary. This publication collated the voices, attitudes, opinions and aspirations of men, women and children throughout the country with regards to the fundamental human rights enshrined in the 30 articles in the UDHR.  It has been adopted by the relevant authorities as a tool for policy formulation in the field of human rights in the country.
The Human Rights Caravan will be a platform to share the voices and comments collated in the publication. A large double-decker bus containing a mobile exhibition and information materials advocating human rights will travel from Bangkok to three provinces, making stops at different venues to target particular communities. Forums on a variety of human rights topics will be organized at each stop, attended by youth, vulnerable groups and government officials.  A ‘human rights clinic’ will also be set up at each venue, where people will be able to address their concerns with regards to the full realization of their human rights.
“The Human Rights Caravan is a mechanism for people to learn about and realize their basic rights that are fundamental to life. Various government agencies are providing valuable support to this project,” said Professor Saneh Chamarik, Chairperson of the National Human Rights Commission.  

At today’s launch event, H.E. Prime Minister Abhisit Vejjajiva gave an address on his government’s public policy about human rights.  The event also featured questions posed to the Prime Minister by three individuals whose voices are reflected in the publication ‘Dignity and Justice for All of Us: Our Voices are Heard in Thailand’.  The questions covered topics such as domestic violence and the situation of vulnerable groups including migrant workers, refugees and stateless people.  After responding to the questions, the Prime Minister and other guests visited the mobile exhibition inside the Human Rights Caravan.
“By launching the ‘Human Rights Caravan’, Thailand is re-affirming its faith in the core principle of ‘rights for all’.  The Caravan will bring this point home – quite literally – to ordinary people throughout the country. It will help to educate people about what their rights are and promote human rights as a responsibility for all,” said Ms. Gwi-Yeop Son, United Nations Resident Coordinator and Resident Representative of the United Nations Development Programme in Thailand.

In his closing remarks Mr. Homayoun Alizadeh, Regional Representative of the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights added: “In these times of economic and financial turmoil, the growing disparities between the economically vulnerable and the financially powerful need to be particularly contested.  The indivisibility and interdependence of rights whether they are civil, cultural, economic, political or social, is absolutely essential to mitigate the effects of the economic and financial crisis on the most vulnerable.”     

The launch event was co-hosted by the United Nations Country Team in Thailand and the NHRC in collaboration with the Ministries of Education, Foreign Affairs, Justice, and Social Development and Human Security.  The diplomatic community, civil society organisations, Royal Thai Government representatives from the Ministries of Education, Foreign Affairs, Justice, and Social Development and Human Security, as well as many young students attended the launch of event. 
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For further information, please contact:
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