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Criminal Justice Response Needed to Address Human Trafficking


The criminal justice response is one of the major elements needed to address the crime of trafficking in persons. Attacking the crime at the point of exploitation will lower the incentive to traffic in humans and decrease the demand for products and services of exploited people. 


Speaking before senior law enforcement officials, prosecutors and judges from 20 countries, Mr. Akira Fujino, Representative, United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) Regional Centre for East Asia and the Pacific opened the Regional Workshop on Criminal Justice Responses on “Ending Impunity for Traffickers and Securing Justice for Victims”, 2 October at the UN Conference Centre. 


The three-day workshop will review the investigation of trafficking in persons cases and discuss standards for specialist and frontline law enforcement responses, including the identification, and protection of victims. National experiences in the effective prosecution and adjudication of trafficking in persons cases will be discussed, with special consideration of the legal, ethical and practical implications of involving children in the investigation and prosecution and issues of mutual legal assistance. 


“Regional activities and initiatives in support of more effective criminal justice response to trafficking in persons with a focus on identifying past achievements and future challenges will be explored at the workshop, including discussions on the most effective donor coordination and collaboration mechanism,” Mr. Fujino explained. He said that strengthening the information sharing between law enforcement agencies on international trafficking routes and traffickers’ profiles will work to dismantle criminal groups, leading to the conviction of traffickers. 


In his keynote address, Mr. Virasakdi Futrakul, Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Royal Thai Government, said that Thailand herself, as a country of origin, transit and destination of human trafficking, and one of the countries in the ASEAN and Greater Mekong Sub-region, has led an anti-trafficking campaign through bilateral, subregional, regional and multilateral frameworks aimed at enhancing prevention, protection and prosecution methods. He said that the Government is strengthening its laws to combat trafficking in persons as reflected in the concrete steps it has taken towards enacting a new legislation, “The Prevention and Suppression of Human Trafficking Act”. This Act, he said, is hoped to be passed by the end of the year and provide a comprehensive approach in addressing the issue of human trafficking and also serve as a valuable legal tool that will make punishment for offenders more severe and protection of victims more effective and in accordance with the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons.  


The trafficking in persons continues to allow traffickers make huge profits at the expense of exploited victims, and with the majority of traffickers and exploiters facing no punishment. Justice has not been served for trafficking victims. The international community has the duty and obligations to prevent and suppress those practices, to stop the exploitation of men, women and children, and to take collectively decisive actions to prosecute traffickers.


The regional workshop is being organized by UNODC under the Global Initiative to Fight Human Trafficking and in collaboration with the Australian Government and hosted by the Government of Thailand. UN.GIFT initiative, with the initial generous support of the United Arab Emirates, was launched in March 2007 as a broad cooperation framework within the UN system, including key United Nations partners such as the International Labour Organization (ILO), the International Organization for Migration (IOM), the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE), the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), and the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR), United Nation Office of Drugs and Crime (UNODC) (as the custodian of the United Nations Protocol against Trafficking in Persons) and other international organizations. As a multi-agency initiative, UN.GIFT will bring together stakeholders in a more coordinated approach to prevent trafficking, protect victims, and prosecute traffickers. 


The consolidated findings and recommendations of the regional workshop will be incorporated into a Workshop Outcome Document which will be considered for adoption on the final day. That document will be presented from this region to the Global UN.GIFT Conference to be held in Vienna in February in 2008. 

***********************

For further information, contact: Ms. Olivia Sylvia Inciong, Project Coordinator, UNODC Regional Centre for East Asia and the Pacific, 3rd Fl., United Nations Building, Raj Damnern Nok Avenue, Bangkok 10200 Thailand, Tel: (+66-2) 288-2623, Fax: (+66-2) 281-2129, E-mail: < sylvia.inciong@unodc.org >
“The UNODC Regional Centre for East Asia and the Pacific promotes and facilitates actions against drug abuse and trafficking, transnational organized crime, human trafficking, money laundering, corruption, and terrorism, through cooperative partnerships in the region.” 
Released Date: 3 October 2007


















PAGE  
2

