
Government officials, UN agen-
cies, NGOs, and activists in 
Cambodia are trying to tackle 
the complex area where traffick-
ing issues shade into the field of 
sex work.  
 
On the morning of 15 November 
2000, a meeting invited by the 
Minister of Women's and Vet-
eran's Affairs and hosted by the 
Governor of Phnom Penh 
agreed to work toward policy 
guidelines that “take account of 
the existing law, which does not 
criminalize sex work. Instead, 
the law does prohibit the sale, 
trafficking, and exploitation of 
persons. Accordingly, the perpe-
trators of these crimes should 
be the target of the Royal Gov-
ernment's efforts to eliminate 
sexual exploitation of women 
and children.”  
 
The meeting participants repre-
sented seven ministries, the 
Municipality, municipal police 
and courts, all seven districts of 
Phnom Penh, and a number of 
NGOs and UN organizations.  
 
At the meeting, the Governor of 
Phnom Penh announced the 
Municipality’s commitment to 
implement a pilot project based 
on these principles, and other 
participants were generally sup-
portive. However, determining 
how to realize these principles 
will take a lot of work, as the 
issues are complex.  
 
One question is the legal frame-
work. The official English trans-
lation of the Cambodian Consti-
tution says, in Article 46: “The 
commerce of human beings, 
exploitation by prostitution and 
obscenity which affect the repu-
tation of women shall be pro-
hibited.” There is disagreement 
about the implications of this 
article: there are no definitions 
in either the Constitution nor in 
related later legislation of key 
words such as ‘exploitation,’ 
and the English and Khmer 

words do not share the same 
shades of meaning. (Does a 
sex worker exploit herself? Is it 
exploitation if sex workers co-
operate to find clients and care 
for their establishment?) There 
are several current efforts to 
clarify and improve the law, 
but these will take time. In the 
meantime, there is a strong 
urgency to act. 
 
At a subsequent meeting, 
some advocates for trafficking 
victims and sex workers pro-
posed a model in which there 
would be regulation and geo-
graphically designated areas 
for brothels. This received 
strong support from some 
Phnom Penh and district offi-
cials (although it was again 
noted that it might be uncon-
stitutional or require some 
changes to the law). The model 
further proposed that only col-
lectives of sex workers be al-
lowed to run brothels, thus 
empowering the sex workers 
while eliminating pimps and 
the opportunities for trafficking 
and exploitation. This idea is to 
be further discussed.  
 
There are a number of values 
and realities in potential con-
flict:  
 
• Care for the victims of 

trafficking  
• Concern about good so-

cial traditions and morals, 
which are widely consid-
ered to exclude sex work 
for women (although it is 
again widely considered 
normal and acceptable for 
men to visit women sex 
workers). If the govern-
ment ‘allowed’ brothels 
would this signal that sex 
work is socially accept-
able? 

• Recognition that while 
many women and children 
now in sex work were ini-
tially forced into it through 

some sort of trafficking, 
some choose to remain in 
sex work due to various 
factors, including social 
d iscr iminat ion which 
makes it very difficult to 
move into other ways of 
earning a livelihood 

• Recognition that prohibi-
tion of sex work is ineffec-
tive 

• Recognition that only 
through regulation can vio-
lence and abuse be con-
trolled and health concerns 
be assisted 

• Recognition that child pros-
titution should be distin-
guished from adult prostitu-
tion 
 

There are also suggestions for 
steps such as a ‘Memorandum 
of Understanding’ between dif-
ferent government and NGO 
bodies about the roles and ex-
pectations for each. These 
would not require any change in 
the law and could immediately 
improve the situation of traffick-
ing victims. For example, ele-
ments could be that sex workers 
from a brothel that was raided 
should be taken to a designated 
NGO or Ministry department 
rather than to police headquar-
ters, that sex workers would 
never be arrested, harassed, or 
extorted on the ground of offer-
ing sex services, and that there 
be an accessible and proper 
complaint mechanism. 
 
Long-term activists against traf-
ficking in Cambodia will remem-
ber that similar discussions 
have come and gone several 
times during the last several 
years. It will take a concerted 
effort to address all the facets 
of this question and really 
change the situation. We will 
work in the hope that now is the 
time when enough political will, 
openness, and creativity can 
come together to bear fruit. 
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Notice Board 

Recent 
Publications/ 
Working Papers 

We are pleased to bring you the second issue of the UNIAP newsletter.  This issue includes perspec-
tives from both UNDCP and GAATW on the new Transnational Convention on Organised Crime.  With 
your co-operation we aim to provide more than one perspective on particular issues where possible.  
We are also pleased to include feedback from around the sub-region, with reports from Thailand, 
Cambodia, and Myanmar. 
On a more pressing matter we at the IAP Management Office are gravely concerned about the lack 
of response to our competition to come up with a name for the newsletter.  Come on team!  We are 
extending the deadline until 31 March. 

UNIAP Management OfficeUNIAP Management Office 

EECPAT CPAT   
 
The Changing Situation of 
Child Prostitution in North-
ern Thailand:  A Study of 
Changwat Chiang Rai 
(Simon Baker) 
 
Report on The Best Prac-
tices in Implementing the 
Stockholm Agenda for Ac-
tion Regional Consultation 
 
Prevention Against Child 
Prostitution:  Lessons 
Learned from the ECPAT/
TAKSVARKKI Prevention 
Project in Northern Thai-
land 

WWIDID——ESCAP ESCAP   
Women in Asia and the Pa-
cific:  High-level Intergovern-
mental Meeting to Review 
Regional Implementation of 
the Beijing Platform for Ac-
tion 26-29 October 1999 
PROCEEDINGS 

HHRDRD——ESCAPESCAP  
Sexual Abuse and Sexual Ex-
ploitation of Children and 
Youth in Asia 
(Information Kit) 

Law, Lisa (2000) Sex Sex 
Work in Southeast Asia:  Work in Southeast Asia:  
The Place of Desire in a The Place of Desire in a 
time of AIDStime of AIDS, Routledge, 
London and New York. 
ISBN 0415218055. US
$90 (hc). 
 
Sex work in Southeast Asia 
brings together a diverse array 
of voices on the subject of sex 
work in an era of HIV/AIDS.  
Drawing on the experiences of 
community based organisations, 
national governments and 
emerging opinions from the in-
ternational prostitutes rights 
movement, it highlights how 
feminist and postcolonial poli-
tics shape practices of global 
AIDS prevention.  Women in the 
industry are rarely included in 
the dialogue, however, and this 
book also draws on their voices 
and their own conceptions of 
working in the sex industry.  By 
juxtaposing practical issues of 
AIDS prevention with current 
theories of subjectivity and iden-
tity, Sex work in Southeast Asia 
imagines a new place for a 
speaking sex worker subject.    

IILOLO--IPECIPEC  
 
Trafficking in Children into 
the Worst Forms of Child 
Labour in Thailand - Rapid 
Assessment (available) 
 
Preliminary Assessment on 
Trafficking of Children and 
Women for Labour Exploita-
tion in Lao PDR: Findings 
from Four Research Sites 
along the Thailand - Lao 
PDR and Thailand - Myan-
mar Border Areas (available) 
 
Children in Prostitution in 
Southern Viet Nam, Rapid 
Assessment Findings (due 
by end January 2001) 
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After Palermo, Where do We Go?  
“Let us not lose the momen-
tum we have achieved so 
far”, Mr. Arlacchi said in his 
closing statement to the High-
level Political Signing Confer-
ence for the UN Convention 
against Crime held in Decem-
ber in Palermo, Italy. Empha-
sizing the need to “maintain a 
reasonable yet determined 
sense of urgency to ensure 
the security and well-being of 
all societies”, he stressed 
that, with the adoption of the 
Convention, the international 
community is well ahead in 
the construction of an inter-
national framework of legal 
instruments aimed specifi-
cally at confronting the most 
serious threat to human se-
curity.  
 
Let us push it further, then.
The work of the United Na-
tions to strengthen interna-
tional cooperation to combat 
organized crime dates back 
long time. In 1992, the UN 
intensified its efforts by es-
tablishing the Commission on 
Crime Prevention and Crimi-
nal Justice. In 1998, upon 
recommendation by the Com-
mission, the General Assem-
bly created an Ad Hoc Com-
mittee for the elaboration of 
the UN Convention against 
Transnational Organized 
Crime and its three additional 
protocols on trafficking in 
persons, on smuggling of mi-
grants and on illicit manufac-
turing of and trafficking in 
firearms. 

The United Nations Convention 
against Transnational Organ-
ized Crime was opened for sig-
natures at the high-level confer-
ence held in Palermo, Italy, 
from 12 to 15 December 2000. 
It represents the first legally 
binding UN treaty addressing 
transnational organised crime 
through a comprehensive ap-
proach. The significance of this 
approach should not be under-
estimated; while some of the 
elements are not new (e.g. mu-
tual legal assistance, extradi-
tion etc.), the novelty lies in the 
fact that they are now all in-
cluded in one single Convention 
and they can be used in con-
cert to investigate organized 
criminal groups and prosecute 
offenders. 
 
The Convention goes well be-
yond cooperation on just drug 
trafficking. It strengthens the 
hand of governments against 
all forms of serious crime, pro-
viding the basis for stronger 
common action against money-
laundering, greater ease of ex-
tradition, measures on the pro-
tection of witnesses and en-
hanced legal assistance.  
 
The Convention has two main 
goals: to eliminate differences 
among national legal standards 
so that the activities of organ-
ized crime typically committed 
by organized criminal groups 
are punishable in all countries 
and to set standards for do-
mestic laws so that they coop-

erate effectively in combating 
organized crime. Under the 
treaty, countries must crimi-
nalize four types of offences: 
participation in an organized 
criminal group; money -
laundering; corruption and 
obstruction of justice. 
 
The Convention provides a 
broad definition of transna-
tionality. A crime is considered 
transnational if it is: 
 
§ committed in more than 

one State;  
§ takes place in one State 

but it is planned or con-
trolled from another; 

§ is committed in one State 
by a criminal group that 
operates in several coun-
tries; 

§ its effects are substantial 
in another country. 

 
The Convention also marks a 
new chapter in assistance 
between developed and devel-
oping countries by establish-
ing a funding mechanism to 
help countries implement the 
Convention. Under that 
mechanism, regular voluntary 
contributions from countries 
would go to a special account 
for technical assistance to 
developing countries and 
countries with economies in 
transition. 

  
  

Martina MelisMartina Melis  
Programme Officer, UNDCPProgramme Officer, UNDCP  

Useful Links 
Anti-slavery International                                        http://www.antislavery.org 
Asian Human Rights Commission                           http://www.ahrchk.net 
Asian Research Center for Migration                     http://www.chula.ac.th/ 
                                                                                               institute/arcm 
Asia-Pacific Human Rights Information                 http://www.hurights.or.jp 
Coalition to Abolish Slavery and Trafficking          http://www.trafficked-women.org 
Child Watch International Research Network        http://www.childwatch.uio.no 
Global March Against Child Labour                          http://www.globalmarch.org 
Human Rights Internet                                            http://www.hri.ca 
Prostitutes Education Network                               http://www.bayswan.org/penet.html 
Stop-traffic                                                                 http://www.stop-traffic.org 
UNESCO-MOST                                                           http://www.unesco.org/most 
Women Watch                                                           http://www.un.org/womenwatch 
Ziteng                                                                       http://www.ziteng.dg21.com 
 
Coordination of Action Research on AIDS and Mobility-Asia 
http://www. gn.apc.org/caramasia 
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The Protocol, which supple-
ments the Convention and 
represents the first modern 
international instrument on 
trafficking in the context of 
crime control, aims at prevent-
ing and combating trafficking, 
at protecting and assisting the 
victims, including the protec-
tion of their internationally rec-
ognized human rights and at 
promoting cooperation among 
States parties in order to meet 
those objectives. One of its 
greatest achievement is to 
provide for the first internation-
ally agreed definition of traf-
f i c k i n g  a s  f o l l o w i n g :  
“Trafficking in persons shall 
mean the recruitment, trans-
portation, transfer, harboring 
or receipt of persons, by 
means of the threat or use of 
force or other forms of coer-
cion, of abduction, of fraud, of 
deception, of the abuse of 
power or of a position of vul-
nerability or of the giving or 
receiving payments or benefits 
to achieve the consent of a 
person having control over 
another person, for the pur-
pose of exploitation. Exploita-
tion shall include, at a mini-
mum, the exploitation of the 
prostitution of others or other 
forms of sexual exploitation, 
forced labor or services, slav-
ery or practices similar to slav-
ery, servitude or the removal 
of organs. The consent of a 
victim of trafficking in persons 
to the intended exploitation 
set forth in subpara. A of this 
article shall be irrelevant 
where any of the means set 
forth in subpara. A have been 
used. The recruitment, trans-
portation, transfer, harboring 
or receipt of a child for the 
purpose of exploitation shall 
be considered “trafficking in 
persons” even if it does not 
involve any of the means set 
forth in subpara. A. Child shall 
mean any person under eight-
een years of age.” (art.3) Ac-
cording to art.4, the Protocol 
shall apply to the prevention, 
investigation and prosecution 
of offences established in ac-

cordance with art.5¹ of the 
protocol, where those offences 
are transnational in nature 
and involve an organized crimi-
nal group, as well as to the 
protection of victims of such 
offences.”  
 
124 of the UN’s 189 Member 
States signed the Convention, 
with close to 80 of them also 
signing the two Protocols. The 
number of countries which 
participated in the negotia-
tions and have signed the Con-
vention suggest that it will 
achieve a broad level of ratifi-
cation.  
 
The Trafficking Protocol re-
flects the modern understand-
ing of trafficking – namely that 
people are trafficked for more 
than just forced prostitution. 
Hundreds of thousands of peo-
ple are trafficked for all types 
of forced labor, including do-
mestic servitude, forced beg-
ging, forced agricultural labor, 
sweatshop labor etc. The Pro-
tocol will serve as a model for 
national legislation, detailing 
provisions on conducts which 
should be sanctioned, the se-
verity of punishments and ef-
fective measures to combat as 
well as prevent trafficking. It 
combines traditional crime 
control measures for investi-
gating and punishing offenders 
with measures for protecting 
trafficked people and their 
basic human rights.  The inex-
tricable link between the pre-
vention and eradication of traf-
ficking and the protection of 
victims of this activity is rightly 
included in the Protocol’s pre-
amble and  final provisions. 
 
The Trafficking Protocol and 
the achievement of a strong 
and principled definition of 
trafficking represent a ground-
breaking accomplishment in 
the fight against trafficking in 
human beings. 
 
It states that force, coercion or 
slavery-like conditions are in-
sufficient to characterize the 

means of trafficking, thus 
including those situation in 
which the person is informed 
about the work she/he will 
do, but has no viable alterna-
tive but to submit to the 
abuses involved. It helps 
insure that in criminal proce-
dures victims of trafficking 
will not bear the burden of 
proof, provide for assistance 
to and protection of victims 
and disallows a consent de-
fense for traffickers.  
 
The international community 
has now boldly classified 
trafficking of persons as a 
serious abuse. Over time, 
thinking about trafficking 
has changed and evolved 
and so have the strategies 
through which trafficking has 
been addressed. Punitive 
measures, prevention, and 
rehabilitation have all been 
employed to combat traffick-
ing. Until now, however, irre-
spective of the means of 
redress, the political will to 
seriously address this issue 
has been largely missing. By 
signing the Protocol, the Gov-
ernments have committed 
themselves to prevent and 
combat trafficking and to 
protect and assist the vic-
tims. They have demon-
strated that there is a firm 
and formal international 
commitment to take action 
against this unacceptable 
form of contemporary slav-
ery.   
 
The time has come to trans-
late all promising declara-
tions into real and effective 
actions. After Palermo, this is 
our next destination. 
 
¹Art. 5 states that each State 
party shall adopt legislative 
and other measures to es-
tablish as criminal offences 
the conduct set forth in art. 
3, which defines “trafficking 
in persons”. 
 

Martina MelisMartina Melis  
Programme OffiProgramme Officer, UNDCPcer, UNDCP  

The Optional Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and 
Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially 
Women and Children 
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Useful site to learn 
more about:   
 
http://www.undcp.org/
palermo/convemain.htm 
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UN Trafficking Protocol:  Lost Opportunity to Protect 
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The UN Crime Commission 
just finished negotiations on 
a new international treaty to 
combat trafficking. The new 
Protocol to Prevent, Sup-
press and Punish Trafficking 
in Persons contains strong 
law enforcement provisions 
and the first-ever interna-
tional definition of 'trafficking 
in persons.' Unfortunately, it 
does not require govern-
ments to provide any ser-
vices to trafficked persons. 
This serious gap in the Proto-
col is partly due to govern-
ment reluctance to make any 
commitment to provide ser-
vices and protections to un-
documented migrants, even 
if they are victims of a hor-
rific crime. Governments 
were aided in their efforts to 
avoid discussion of the need 
for mandatory protections by 
a drawn-out and unneces-
sary debate over the defini-
tion of trafficking.   
 
Unfortunately, some coun-
tries, led by the Philippines, 
Belgium, the Vatican and 
several NGOs, insisted that 
the trafficking definition in-
clude all sex work, whether 
voluntary or forced, despite 
the fact that such a defini-
tion would break consensus. 
They were able to distract 
attention from the real is-
sues at stake in the Protocol 
by being completely unwilling 
to compromise.  
 
 
The Human Rights Caucus 
attended all of the negotia-
tions and advocated strongly 
for a broad definition to 
cover all forms of trafficking 
into slavery, forced labor and 
servitude and also for man-
datory government commit-
ments to protect the rights of 
trafficked persons. Our defi-
nition focused on forced la-
bor, slavery and servitude, 
which reflects the common 
understanding of trafficking; 
however, we also proposed a 
compromise definition in-
cluding the (undefined) 
phrase "sexual exploitation." 

Fortunately, the compromise 
definition was ultimately 
adopted, but not before valu-
able time was lost.  
 
The Human Rights Caucus is 
deeply disturbed by the appar-
ent unwillingness of govern-
ments to distinguish between 
trafficking and smuggling be-
cause it means governments 
are prepared to treat victims 
of trafficking in the same 
manner as they treat undocu-
mented migrants: detain and/
or punish and deport. They 
also appear to view protec-
tions and assistance as prose-
cution tools rather than as 
state obligations. Numerous 
governments expressed the 
view that trafficked persons 
are valuable as witnesses, 
and therefore deserving of 
protections during trials, but 
that they should be deported 
immediately after the trial. 
One delegate even sought 
assurances that the Protocol 
would not prevent his govern-
ment from 'prosecuting the 
victims'.  
 
Unfortunately, this means that 
local NGOs will encounter tre-
mendous obstacles in advo-
cating for the inclusion  of 
mandatory protections in their 
domestic trafficking laws. 
Some will succeed but many 
will fail because the Protocol 
provides no basis for insisting 
that governments treat traf-
ficked persons differently 
from undocumented migrants. 
It does not require govern-
ments to:  
 
Ø provide (even emergency) 

shelter, medical or psy-
chological services or 
legal counseling;  

Ø cease arresting, impris-
oning and summarily de-
porting victims;  

Ø use confiscated assets to 
assist victims or to pay 
judgments against traf-
fickers;  

Ø notify victims when traf-
fickers are released from 
prison;  

 

Ø protect the identity of 
victims; or  permit vic-
tims to remain in the 
country, even temporar-
ily, if it is unsafe for 
them to return home.  

 
Consequently, NGOs will 
continue to fill the vacuum 
left by the Protocol. NGOs 
will bear the burden of car-
ing for the needs of traf-
ficked persons because vic-
tims will turn to NGOs for 
protection rather than the 
government. Equally disturb-
ing, traffickers will continue 
to operate with impunity  be-
cause, without victims willing 
to identify traffickers, many 
traffickers will never come to 
the attention of officials, and 
prosecutions will be difficult. 
 
The Trafficking Protocal 
clearly does not live up to 
our expectations for respon-
sible government actions. 
We had hoped that govern-
ments would recognize their 
obligations under interna-
tional human rights law but 
we were wrong. Now these 
questions remain: Will some 
governments recognize their 
international human rights 
obligations and pass legisla-
tion protecting the rights or 
trafficked persons? Or will 
they adopt laws reflecting 
the anti-immigrant bias and 
law enforcement approach 
we witnessed during the 
Protocol negotiations pre-
vail? Everyone who is con-
cerned about human rights 
and about stopping this hor-
rible human rights abuse 
should encourage their gov-
ernments to do the former.  
  
For more information, contact For more information, contact   
Ann Jordan, Director  
Initiative Against Trafficking in 
Persons, International Human 
Rights Law Group 
Tel: 202-822-4600  
E-mail: trafficking@hrlawgroup.
org       
 
or       
Vachararutai (Jan) Boontinand 
Co-ordinator, GAATW, Bangkok  
Tel: (66 2) 8641427-8,  
E-mail:gaatw@mozart.inet.co.th  



On 6 December 2000, an 
IAP-Myanmar workshop 
brought together ten local 
NGOs to discuss the Socio-
economics of Out-migration.   
The NGOs differed in terms 
of the nature of their activi-
ties and geographical cover-
age, but all had one ele-
ment in common - working 
experience at the grass root 
level.  One group had exper-
tise in micro-credit, another 
in health education and an-
other in participatory rural 
appraisal (PRA).  A number 
of ethnically and culturally 
based groups had their ex-
pertise in using culture as a 
vehicle to get social mes-
sages across to communi-
ties, with a special focus on 

the youth.  Except for two reli-
gious based NGOs, all the oth-
ers were small, both in terms 
of membership and financial 
capacity. 
 
The workshop disseminated 
information on the socio-
economic dynamics of migra-
tion, elements of vulnerability 
for migrant workers and the 
linkages with human traffick-
ing.  As a preliminary  work-
shop, considerable time was 
devoted to conceptual clarifi-
cation, with various definitions 
of trafficking, international, 
national and possible local 
instruments/initiations being  
presented and discussed 
among participants.  IAP intro-
duced the national and inter-

national instruments for deal-
ing with problems of migration 
and trafficking, emphasising 
the need to be well informed 
about these instruments.  The 
workshop also provided an 
enabling forum from which the 
NGOs felt encouraged to begin 
networking. 
 
IAP has already received re-
quests for more workshops of 
a similar nature from some of 
the participating members.  
Feedback suggests that it 
would be possible to build on 
this and similar workshops in 
the future to create an effec-
tive training package on traf-
ficking, both for the Myanmar 
as well as non-Myanmar con-
texts.  
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Participants of IAP 
(Myanmar) workshop 
discussing on the Socio-
economics of Out-
migration 

Myanmar Holds NGO Workshop on Socio-economics of Out-
migration 

Thailand provides assistance for Trafficked Persons 

NationalityNationality  People Receiving Assistance People Receiving Assistance   
  

Repatriated PeopleRepatriated People  Waiting for Repatriation Waiting for Repatriation   
  

CambodiaCambodia  266 254 12 
Lao PDRLao PDR  53 25 28 
MyanmarMyanmar  98 27 71 
Viet NamViet Nam  2 - - 
TotalTotal  419 306 111 

The TWC Unit in the Depart-
ment of Public Welfare is 
collaborating with the Inter-
national Organization for Mi-
gration (IOM), and NGOs 
such as the Centre for the 
Protection of the Children’s 
Rights Foundation, the Foun-

dation for Children’s Develop-
ment and the Foundation for 
Women to assist victims of 
trafficking. The women and 
children are provided with 
temporary accommodation 
before being repatriated to 
their home countries.   

Between February to Decem-
ber 2000, 419 trafficked 
women and children from 
countries in the Mekong Sub-
region received assistance 
from the Department of Public 
Welfare as follows:  

The Cambodia National Project 
Against Trafficking in Women 
and Children in the Mekong Sub-
region, which enjoyed a solid 
foundation of support from a 
large and committed National 
Project Committee through its 
initial phase, has now moved 
into action: 
 
• Our office is set up, located 

in the Counter-Trafficking 
Bureau of the Ministry of 
Women’s and Veterans’ 
Affairs. 

• A staff of three is in place: 
Ms. Janet Ashby, Coordina-
tor: Mr. Hang Vannak, Pro-
ject Assistant; and Ms. 
Yann Chan Seda, Office 
Assistant.  We are also 

Cambodia Team Moves into Action 
lucky to have the services of 
an intern, Ms. Valentina 
Azzarello, for a few months. 

• A National Project Commit-
tee meeting on 5 December 
2000 approved a strategic 
plan for the year 2001, as 
well as criteria and guide-
lines for small project 
grants.  These were based 
on extensive discussions 
with key partners and a re-
sulting ‘Overview of Inter-
views and Gaps’ analysis. 

• An announcement that 
small project grants are 
available has been sent out.  
Organizations and institu-
tions interested in applying 
have been coming to the 
office to discuss their ideas. 

• An e-mail mailing list has 
been established for every-
one working against traffick-
ing in Cambodia.  It facilitates 
rapid communication about 
on-going work, resources that 
could be shared, and news, 
and it provides a forum to 
discuss ideas or questions. 

 
• Action for better coordination 

has started, especially in two 
key areas:  developing a com-
mon body of statistics and 
data on trafficking in Cambo-
dia, and coordinating efforts 
to improve the legal frame-
work related to trafficking.  

For more information 
please contact the IAP 
Country Office in Myan-
mar.    



Women and men who provide 
services at shelters, drop-in 
centres and other establish-
ments that serve sexually 
abused and sexually exploited 
children have one thing in 
common: a strong desire to 
help children.  As in any pro-
fession, knowledge and skills 
need to be continuously 
strengthened to couple this 
desire to help.  Unfortunately, 
this need is often overlooked 
in the field of service provision. 
This article outlines the experi-
ence of two ESCAP HRD subre-
gional activities aimed at 
meeting this training need. 
 
The ESCAP HRD Course on 
Psychosocial and Medical Ser-
vices for Sexually Abused and 
Sexually Exploited Children 
and Youth was conducted for 
service providers in South 
Asia, the Philippines and the 
Greater Mekong Subregion 
(GMS). The South Asian subre-
gional training course, took 
place in Nepal in July 2000, 
while the GMS training course 
was held in Pattaya and Bang-
kok, Thailand from 7-29 Sep-
tember 2000.   
 
The Courses were attended by 
trainers and service providers 
from 12 Asian countries, 
namely Bangladesh, Cambo-
dia, China (Yunnan Province), 
Lao People’s Democratic Re-
public, India, Myanmar, Nepal, 
Pakistan, Philippines, Sri 
Lanka, Thailand and Viet Nam. 
The overall aim of the two 
Courses was to train service 
providers to increase the ca-
pacity of health and social ser-

vice personnel so as to better 
assist young victims and sup-
port their recovery.  It was de-
signed to provide knowledge 
and skills to enable partici-
pants to implement national 
level training courses and fol-
low-up activities upon return to 
their own countries. The 
Courses focused on the follow-
ing areas: 
♦ Child and Adolescent 

Growth and Development; 
♦ Children in Need of Spe-

cial Protection; 
♦ Medical, Physical Effects 

of Child Sexual Abuse and 
Exploitation, Assessment 
and Treatment;  

♦ Psychosocial Assessment 
and Treatment Issues; 

♦ HIV/AIDS; 
♦ Preventive and Remedial 

Actions; 
♦ Care for Care Providers; 
♦ Programme Manage-

ment ; 
♦ Drug Use and Its Relation-

ship with Sexual Abuse 
and Exploitation; and 

♦ Training Skills. 
The sessions were conducted 
in a participatory manner, in-
cluding small group discus-
sions, role-plays, exercises, 
experience sharing and other 
experiential learning methods.  
The variety of teaching meth-
ods ensured the participants 
enjoyed the learning process 
throughout the intensive pro-
grammes. 
 
The Courses also included sev-
eral field visits to relevant or-
ganizations, providing partici-

pants with a valuable oppor-
tunity to study quality pro-
grammes.  In Nepal, partici-
pants visited the Child Work-
ers in Nepal (CWIN) Centre 
for Children at Risk,  a reha-
bilitation centre for children 
living in especially difficult 
circumstances. The centre, 
located in Kathmandu, is 
dedicated to the socializa-
tion, training and education 
of children at risk, and pro-
vides support for long-term 
rehabilitation of disadvan-
taged children.  
 
In Thailand, participants vis-
ited programmes run by  gov-
ernmenta l  and  non -
governmental organizations. 
The Human Development 
Centre’s Outreach Pro-
gramme for Disadvantaged 
Children provides multidisci-
plinary services to children 
who have been sexually 
abused and/or sexually ex-
ploited.   
 
On the last day of each 
Course, country teams pre-
sented their project propos-
als for national level follow-
up activities.  These activi-
ties are scheduled to com-
mence in 2001.   
 
The Courses also served as a 
venue for networking.  ES-
CAP hopes that inter-country 
networking among service 
providers from both courses 
will continue and further ex-
pand, leading to peer-
support among service pro-
viders..  
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For more information 
please contact:   
 
Human Resources 
Development Section, 
Social Development 
Division, ESCAP 
Rajadamnern Nok Ave, 
Bangkok 10200 
 
Tel: (662) 288-1502 
Fax: (662) 288-3031 
 
Internet: http://www.
escap-hrd.org 
E-mail: hrd-section.
unescap@un.org 



UN Inter-Agency Project on Trafficking in 
Women and Children in the Mekong Sub-
region 
 
Office of United Nations Resident Coordinator 
in Thailand 
United Nations Building, 14th Floor 
Rajadamnern Nok Ave., Bangkok 
10200 Thailand 
Tel: (662) 288-2213 
Fax: (662) 280-0268 
 
Email:  trafficking.mekong@un.or.th 
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Editor’s Notes 
The Newsletter is published four times a year by the 
UN Inter-Agency Project on Trafficking in Women 
and Children in the Mekong Sub-region.  The views 
expressed in the Newsletter do not necessarily reflect 
the views of the Editor or the Project.  

What’s coming Up?What’s coming Up?  
Date and 
Venue 

Title/Activity Organization 

26 January 2001 
Bangkok 

Improving Data Quality and Collection Semi-
nar 

IAP on Trafficking in 
Women and Children 
UNESCO 

27 January 2001  
Bangkok 

Sub-regional Advisory Committee Meeting  IAP on Trafficking in 
Women and Children 
ILO/IPEC 

January 2001 
Nong Khai 

Provincial Stakeholder Ownership Exercise ILO/IPEC 

21 February - 2 
March 2001 
Bangkok 

Training Course on Gender in Southeast Asia  Women’s Action Re-
source Initiative 

3-4 March 2001 
Bangkok 

Weekend Gender Conference: Emerging Is-
sues and New Challenges in Gender in Tran-
sitional Societies of Indochina 

Women’s Action Re-
source Initiative 

30 April– 4 May 
2001 
Bangkok 

ILO/ESCAP Training of Trainers’ Course on 
Psychosocial and Medical Services for Sexu-
ally Abused and Sexually Exploited Children 
and Youth 

ILO/IPEC 
ESCAP-HRD 

September 2001 
New York 

UN Special Session on Children World Conference Se-
cretariat, OHCHR 

17-20 December 
2001 
Yokohama 

A Second World Congress Against Commer-
cial Sexual Exploitation of Children  

The Japanese Govern-
ment 
ECPAT International  
UNCEF 
The NGO Group for the 
Convention on the 
rights of the child 
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